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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 01013 200836Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 SOE-02 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 INR-07 10-14 L-03 
NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-05 USIA-15 SS-15 SP-02 
DOE-11 INT-05 /124W 

076257 200841Z/13 

P200813Z JAN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4507 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1013 

FOR OES/ENP/EN 

DEPT PASS EPA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE PCB BAN 

REF: STATE 12760 

1 . RESPONSES TO EMBASY INQUIRIES ADDRESSED TO MITI, EA, 

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISES ALL INDICATE 

THAT AMOUNT OF PCB USED IN HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS AND DIECASTING 

MACHINERY HAS BEEN QUITE LIMITED. MITI OFFICIALS SAID PCB 

WAS ONE OF THE MINOR ADDITIVES USED IN HYDRAULIC FLUID; ADDITIVES 

INCLUDING PCB ACCOUNTED FOR LESS THAN 2 PER CENT OF HYDRAULIC 

FLUID. A MITI SURVEY SHOWS THAT DURING PERIOD FROM 1954 TO 

1972, YEAR WHEN PCB PRODUCTION WAS STOPPED. TOTAL OF 59,319 

TONS OF PCB WAS CONSUMED IN JAPAN. ITS BREAKDOWN BY USES 

IS AS FOLLOWS: ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT - 37,156 TONS, HEAT 

TRANSFER MEDIA - 8,585 TONS, CARBONELESS COPYING PAPER - 

5.350 TONS, OTHER USES - 2,910 TONS - AND EXPORT 5,318 

TONS. IT IS NOT CLEAR HOW MUCH OF 2,910 TONS IN "OTHER 

USES" WAS USED AS ADDITIVE IN HYDRAULIC FLUID. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 01013 200836Z 


2. JAPAN PETROLUEM ASSOCIATION EVEN DENIED THAT PCB 
HAS BEEN USED IN HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS AND DIECASTING 
MACHINERY. MITSUBISHI MONSANTO, FIRM WHICH SHARED PCB 
PRODUCTION IN JAPAN WITH KANEGAFU CHI CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, 
SAID THAT AMOUNT OF PCB USED FOR THE PURPOSE WAS SO 
SMALL THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TRACE ITS USES. 
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3. COMMENT: APPARENTLY JAPANESE HAVE NOT EXPERIENCED 
PROBLEM OUTLINED REFTEL. WE HAD CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY 
EVEN IN DETERMINING IF PCB WAS USED IN HYDRAULIC FLUID. 
MANSFIELD 
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